garrulous |ˈgar(y)ələs|
adjective

excessively talkative, esp. on trivial matters : Polonius is portrayed as a foolish, garrulous old man. See note at talkative .

DERIVATIVES
garrulity |gəˈroōlitē| |gəˈrulədi| |gaˈruːlɪti| noun

garrulously |ˈgɛrələsli| adverb

garrulousness |ˈgɛrələsnəs| noun

ORIGIN early 17th cent.: from Latin garrulus (from garrire ‘to chatter, prattle’ ) + -ous .samizdat |ˈsämizˌdät; səmyizˈdät|
noun

the clandestine copying and distribution of literature banned by the state, esp. formerly in the communist countries of eastern Europe.

ORIGIN 1960s: Russian, literally ‘self-publishing house.’

pulchritude |ˈpəlkrəˌt(y)oōd|
noun poetic/literary
beauty.

DERIVATIVES
pulchritudinous |ˌpəlkrəˈt(y)oōdn-əs| |ˈˈpəlkrəˈˈt(j)udn=əs| |-ˈtjuːdɪnəs| adjective

ORIGIN late Middle English : from Latin pulchritudo, from pulcher, pulchr- ‘beautiful.’

pellucid |pəˈloōsid|
adjective

translucently clear : mountains reflected in the pellucid waters.
• lucid in style or meaning; easily understood : he writes, as always, in pellucid prose.
• (of music or other sound) clear and pure in tone : a smooth legato and pellucid singing tone are his calling cards.
DERIVATIVES
pellucidly |pəˈlusədli| |pəlˈjusədli| adverb

ORIGIN early 17th cent.: from Latin pellucidus, from perlucere ‘shine through.’

rort |rôrt|
noun Austral., informal
1 [often with adj. ] a fraudulent or dishonest act or practice : a tax rort.
2 a wild party.

ORIGIN 1930s: back-formation from rorty .
visitant |ˈvizətənt|
noun chiefly poetic/literary
a supernatural being or agency; an apparition.

• archaic a visitor or guest.

• Ornithology a visitor.

adjective archaic or poetic/literary
paying a visit : the housekeeper was abrupt with the poor visitant niece.
ORIGIN late 16th cent.: from French, or from Latin visitant- ‘going to see,’ from the verb visitare (see visit ).

eidolon |īˈdōlən|
noun ( pl. -lons or -la |-lə|)

1 an idealized person or thing.

2 a specter or phantom.

ORIGIN early 19th cent.: from Greek eidōlon, from eidos ‘form.’
gloaming |ˈglōmi ng |
noun ( the gloaming) poetic/literary
twilight; dusk.

ORIGIN Old English glōmung, from glōm ‘twilight,’ of Germanic origin; related to glow .
fustian |ˈfəs ch ən|
noun

1 thick, durable twilled cloth with a short nap, usually dyed in dark colors.

2 pompous or pretentious speech or writing : a smoke screen of fustian and fantasy.
ORIGIN Middle English : from Old French fustaigne, from medieval Latin fustaneum, from (pannus) fustaneus ‘cloth from Fostat,’ a suburb of Cairo; sense 2 perhaps from the fact that fustian was sometimes used to cover pillows and cushions, implying that the language was “padded”; compare with bombast .
grandiloquent |granˈdiləkwənt|
adjective

pompous or extravagant in language, style, or manner, esp. in a way that is intended to impress : a grandiloquent celebration of Spanish glory.
DERIVATIVES
grandiloquence |grønˈdɪləkwəns| noun

grandiloquently |grønˈdɪləkwəntli| adverb

ORIGIN late 16th cent.: from Latin grandiloquus, literally ‘grand-speaking,’ from grandis ‘grand’ + loqui ‘speak.’ The ending was altered in English by association with eloquent .
apodictic |ˌapəˈdiktik| (also apodeictic |-ˈdīktik|)

adjective formal
clearly established or beyond dispute.

ORIGIN mid 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek apodeiktikos, from apodeiknunai ‘show off, demonstrate.’
eidetic |īˈdetik|
adjective Psychology
relating to or denoting mental images having unusual vividness and detail, as if actually visible.

noun

a person able to form or recall eidetic images.

DERIVATIVES
eidetically |aɪˈdɛdək(ə)li| adverb

ORIGIN 1920s: coined in German from Greek eidētikos, from eidos ‘form.’
Thanatos |ˈθanəˌtōs; -ˌtäs|
(in Freudian theory) the death instinct. Often contrasted with Eros .

ORIGIN from Greek thanatos ‘death.’
thanatology |ˌθanəˈtäləjē|
noun

the scientific study of death and the practices associated with it, including the study of the needs of the terminally ill and their families.

DERIVATIVES
thanatological |-ətəˈläjikəl| adjective

thanatologist |-jist| noun

ORIGIN mid 19th cent.: from Greek thanatos ‘death’ + -logy .

thalassotherapy |θəˌlasōˈθerəpē; ˌθaləsō-|
noun

the use of seawater in cosmetic and health treatment.

ORIGIN late 19th cent.: from Greek thalassa ‘sea’ + therapy .
thaumaturge |ˈθôməˌtərj|
noun

a worker of wonders and performer of miracles; a magician.

DERIVATIVES
thaumaturgic |ˌθôməˈtərjik| |ˈθɔməˈtərdʒɪk| |-ˈtəːdʒɪk| adjective

thaumaturgical |ˈθɔməˈtərdʒəkəl| |-ˈtəːdʒɪk(ə)l| adjective

thaumaturgist |ˈθɔməˈtərdʒəst| noun

thaumaturgy |ˈθɔməˈtərdʒi| noun

ORIGIN early 18th cent. (as thaumaturg): via medieval Latin from Greek thaumatourgos, from thauma ‘marvel’ + -ergos ‘-working.’
autarky |ˈôˌtärkē|
noun

economic independence or self-sufficiency.

• a country, state, or society that is economically independent.

DERIVATIVES
autarkic |ôˈtärkik| |ɔˈtɑrkɪk| |ɔːˈtɑːkɪk| adjective

ORIGIN early 17th cent.: from Greek autarkeia, from autarkēs ‘self-sufficiency,’ from autos ‘self’ + arkein ‘suffice.’
pettifog |ˈpetēˌfôg; ˈpetēˌfäg|
verb ( -fogged , -fogging ) [ intrans. ] rare
quibble about petty points.

• archaic practice legal deception or trickery.

DERIVATIVES
pettifoggery |ˌpetēˈfôgərē; -ˈfäg-| |ˈˈpɛdiˈˈfɔgəri| noun

ORIGIN early 17th cent.: back-formation from pettifogger .

pettifogging |ˈpetēˌfôgi ng; -ˌfäg-| |ˈpɛdiˈfɔgɪŋ|
adjective

petty; trivial : I'm working on the broad business vision here, not pettifogging little details.
• (of a person) placing undue emphasis on petty details.

interstice |inˈtərstis|
noun (usu. interstices)

an intervening space, esp. a very small one : sunshine filtered through the interstices of the arching trees.
ORIGIN late Middle English : from Latin interstitium, from intersistere ‘stand between,’ from inter- ‘between’ + sistere ‘to stand.’

convivial |kənˈvivēəl; kənˈvivyəl|
adjective

(of an atmosphere or event) friendly, lively, and enjoyable.

• (of a person) cheerful and friendly; jovial.
imago |iˈmāgō; iˈmä-|
noun ( pl. imagos , imagoes or imagines |iˈmāgəˌnēz|)

1 Entomology the final and fully developed adult stage of an insect, typically winged.

2 Psychoanalysis an unconscious, idealized mental image of someone, esp. a parent, that influences a person's behavior.

ORIGIN late 18th cent. (sense 1) : modern Latin use of Latin imago ‘image.’ Sense 2 dates from the early 20th cent.
pneuma |ˈn(y)oōmə|
noun Philosophy
(in Stoic thought) the vital spirit, soul, or creative force of a person.

ORIGIN Greek, literally ‘that which is breathed or blown.’
create |krēˈāt|
verb [ trans. ]

bring (something) into existence : he created a thirty-acre lake | over 170 jobs were created.
• cause (something) to happen as a result of one's actions : divorce only created problems for children.
• (of an actor) originate (a role) by playing a character for the first time.

• invest (someone) with a new rank or title : he was created a baronet.
ORIGIN late Middle English (in the sense [form out of nothing,] used of a divine or supernatural being): from Latin creat- ‘produced,’ from the verb creare.

incongruent |inˈkä ng groŏənt; ˌinkənˈgroō-|
adjective

incongruous; incompatible.

• Chemistry (of melting, dissolution, or other process) affecting the components of an alloy or other substance differently.

DERIVATIVES
incongruence noun

incongruently adverb

ORIGIN late Middle English : from Latin incongruent-, from in- ‘not’ + congruent- ‘meeting together’ (see congruent ).

quaternary |ˈkwätərˌnerē|
adjective

1 fourth in order or rank; belonging to the fourth order.

2 ( Quaternary) Geology of, relating to, or denoting the most recent period in the Cenozoic era, following the Tertiary period and comprising the Pleistocene and Holocene epochs (and thus including the present).

3 Chemistry denoting an ammonium compound containing a cation of the form NR 4 +, where R represents organic groups or atoms other than hydrogen.

• (of a carbon atom) bonded to four other carbon atoms.

noun ( the Quaternary) Geology
the Quaternary period or the system of deposits laid down during it.
The Quaternary began about 1,640,000 years ago. Humans and other mammals evolved into their present forms and were strongly affected by the ice ages of the Pleistocene.

ORIGIN late Middle English (as a noun denoting a set of four): from Latin quaternarius, from quaterni ‘four at once,’ from quater ‘four times,’ from quattuor ‘four.’riod or its system of deposits.

edify |ˈedəˌfī|
verb ( -fies, -fied) [ trans. ] formal
instruct or improve (someone) morally or intellectually.

ORIGIN Middle English : from Old French edifier, from Latin aedificare ‘build,’ from aedis ‘dwelling’ + facere ‘make’ (compare with edifice ). The word originally meant [construct a building,] also [strengthen,] hence to “build up” morally or spiritually.

edifying |ˈedəˌfī-i ng | |ˈɛdəˈfaɪɪŋ| |ˈɛdɪfʌɪɪŋ|
adjective

providing moral or intellectual instruction : edifying literature.
DERIVATIVES
edifyingly |ˈɛdəˈfaɪɪŋli| adverb

didactic |dīˈdaktik|
adjective

intended to teach, particularly in having moral instruction as an ulterior motive : a didactic novel that set out to expose social injustice.
• in the manner of a teacher, particularly so as to treat someone in a patronizing way : slow-paced, didactic lecturing.
DERIVATIVES
didactically |-ik(ə)lē| |dəˈdøktək(ə)li| |daɪˈdøktək(ə)li| adverb

didacticism |-təˌsizəm| |dəˈdøktəˈsɪzəm| |daɪˈdøktəˈsɪzəm| |-tɪsɪz(ə)m| noun

ORIGIN mid 17th cent.: from Greek didaktikos, from didaskein ‘teach.’

behest |biˈhest|
noun poetic/literary
a person's orders or command : they had assembled at his behest | the slaughter of the male children at the behest of Herod.
ORIGIN Old English behǣs [a vow,] from a Germanic base meaning ‘bid’ ; related to hight .
moralist |ˈmôrəlist|
noun

a person who teaches or promotes morality.

• a person given to moralizing.

• a person who behaves in a morally commendable way.

DERIVATIVES
moralistic |ˌmôrəˈlistik| |ˈˈmɔrəˈlɪstɪk| |-ˈlɪstɪk| adjective

moralistically |ˌmôrəˈlistik(ə)lē| |ˈmɔrəˈlɪstək(ə)li| |-ˈlɪstɪk(ə)li| adverb

Nietzsche |ˈnē ch ə|
Nietzsche, Friedrich Wilhelm (1844–1900), German philosopher. He is known for repudiating Christianity's compassion for the weak, exalting the “will to power,” and formulating the idea of the Übermensch (superman), who can rise above the restrictions of ordinary morality.

DERIVATIVES
Nietzschean |- ch ēən| |ˈnitʃiən| adjective & noun

Nietzscheanism |ˈnē ch ēəˌnizəm| noun

ad hominem |ˈad ˈhämənəm|
adverb & adjective

1 (of an argument or reaction) arising from or appealing to the emotions and not reason or logic.

• attacking an opponent’s motives or character rather than the policy or position they maintain : vicious ad hominem attacks.
2 relating to or associated with a particular person : [as adv. ] the office was created ad hominem for Fenton. | [as adj. ] an ad hominem response.
ORIGIN late 16th cent.: Latin, literally ‘to the person.’

Colloquy |ˈkäləkwē|
noun ( pl. -quies)

1 formal a conversation : they broke off their colloquy at once | an evening of sophisticated colloquy. See note at conversation .

2 a gathering for discussion of theological questions.

ORIGIN late Middle English : from Latin colloquium ‘conversation.’

ascetic |əˈsetik|
adjective

characterized by or suggesting the practice of severe self-discipline and abstention from all forms of indulgence, typically for religious reasons : an ascetic life of prayer, fasting, and manual labor | a narrow, humorless, ascetic face. See note at severe .

noun

a person who practices such self-discipline and abstention.

DERIVATIVES
ascetically |-ik(ə)lē| |əˈsɛdək(ə)li| |øˈsɛdək(ə)li| adverb

asceticism |-ˌsizəm| |əˈsɛdəˈsɪzəm| |øˈsɛdəˈsɪzəm| |-tɪsɪz(ə)m| noun

ORIGIN mid 17th cent.: from medieval Latin asceticus or Greek askētikos, from askētēs ‘monk,’ from askein ‘to exercise.’

interdict
noun |ˈintərˌdikt|
an authoritative prohibition : an interdict against marriage of those of close kin.
• (in the Roman Catholic Church) a sentence barring a person, or esp. a place, from ecclesiastical functions and privileges : a papal interdict.
verb |ˌintərˈdikt| |ˈˈɪn(t)ərˈˈdɪkt| |ˈɪntəˈdɪkt| [ trans. ]

1 prohibit or forbid (something) : society will never interdict sex. See note at prohibit .

• ( interdict someone from) prohibit someone from (doing something) : I have not been interdicted from consuming or holding alcoholic beverages.
2 intercept and prevent the movement of (a prohibited commodity or person) : the police established roadblocks throughout the country for interdicting drugs.
• Military impede (an enemy force), esp. by aerial bombing of lines of communication or supply.

DERIVATIVES
interdiction |ˌintərˈdik sh ən| |ˈˈɪn(t)ərˈˈdɪkʃən| |-ˈdɪkʃ(ə)n| noun

ORIGIN Middle English entredite (in the ecclesiastical sense), from Old French entredit, from Latin interdictum, past participle of interdicere ‘interpose, forbid by decree,’ from inter- ‘between’ + dicere ‘say.’ The spelling change in the 16th cent. was due to association with the Latin form.

hegemonic |ˌhegəˈmänik|
ruling or dominant in a political or social context : the bourgeoisie constituted the hegemonic class.
ORIGIN mid 17th cent.: from Greek hēgemonikos ‘capable of commanding,’ from hēgemōn (see hegemony ).

hyperbaton |hīˈpərbəˌtän|
noun Rhetoric
an inversion of the normal order of words, esp. for the sake of emphasis, as in the sentence “ this I must see.”

ORIGIN mid 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek huperbaton ‘overstepping’ (from huper ‘over, above’ + bainein ‘go, walk’ ).

 axiomatic |ˌaksēəˈmatik|
adjective

self-evident or unquestionable : it is axiomatic that dividends have to be financed.
• [ attrib. ] chiefly Mathematics relating to or containing axioms.

DERIVATIVES
axiomatically |-ik(ə)lē| |ˈˈøksiəˈmødək(ə)li| adverb

ORIGIN late 18th cent.: from Greek axiōmatikos, from axiōma ‘what is thought fitting’ (see axiom ).

dehisce |diˈhis|
verb [ intrans. ] technical
(of a pod or seed vessel, or of a cut or wound) gape or burst open : after the anther lobes dehisce, the pollen is set free.
DERIVATIVES
dehiscence |-ˈhisəns| |dəˈhɪsns| |diˈhɪsns| noun

dehiscent |-ˈhisənt| |dəˈhɪsnt| |diˈhɪsnt| adjective

ORIGIN mid 17th cent.: from Latin dehiscere, from de- ‘away’ + hiscere ‘begin to gape’ (from hiare ‘gape’ ).

